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SAN FRANCISCO – From the Bay Area to LA, Mexico City and 
NYC, Frameline’s 2015 Completion Fund 5 awardees push the 
conversation on queer and trans experiences and amplify voices 
of marginalized communities in regards to race, ethnicity, gender 
identity, and sexual orientation. Frameline is the nation’s only  
non-profit organization solely dedicated to the funding, exhibition, 
distribution and promotion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
and queer (LGBTQ) media arts.

“This highly stimulating group of grantee projects span an  
array of genres, while employing dynamic storytelling, and a  
fierce commitment to authentic representation across the  
richness of LGBTQ communities,” said Frances Wallace, 
Frameline’s Executive Director.

The 5 films were chosen out of 105 submissions and include 
narrative shorts, documentary features, and the newly burgeoning 
web series category. One of the documentaries, Kiki, recently 
premiered as an official selection of the 2016 Sundance Film 
Festival. 

A total of $25,000 was awarded in this 2015 Completion Fund 
cycle. Since 1990, Frameline has awarded more than $465,000 in 
completion funding to 136 film projects by and about the LGBTQ 
community.

Des Buford, Frameline’s Director of Exhibition & Programming 
remarked, “While we’ve witnessed great strides over the years with 
regards to images of LGBTQ folks across media, the fact remains 
that there is still tremendous need to center the experiences 
of underrepresented subjects and that is where the Frameline 
Completion Fund becomes critical in supporting both established 
and emerging artists.” 

FRAMELINE’S 2015 COMPLETION FUND AWARDEES CREATE GROUNDBREAKING QUEER & TRANS 
STORIES ABOUT FRIDA KAHLO’S BUTCH LOVER, VOGUING IN THE CONTEXT OF BLACK LIVES 
MATTER, & NYC’S FIRST TRANS FIREFIGHTER
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An independent jury including Stacey Wisnia, Executive Director of the Silent Film Festival; Sawyer Steele, media 
and web producer; and Florencia Manovil, previous grantee filmmaker, selected the following five recipients of this 
year’s grants:

Amor Puro y Duro 
Directed by Catherine Gund and Daresha Kyi // Documentary Feature // USA

Amor Puro y Duro  is a documentary film that (re)discovers the life and legend of ranchera chanteuse Chavela 
Vargas, a woman best-known to contemporary American audiences through her powerful performance in the film 
Frida, where she sings “La llorona” to Salma Hayek. Chavela’s legacy is explored through the eyes of her many 
artistic and musical heirs, including the inimitable Frida Kahlo and Pedro Almodovar. Amor Puro y Duro is an 
intimate tapestry of music, passion, and bravery.

BobbyAnna
Directed by Jackson Kroopf // Narrative Short // USA

A contemporary interracial love story between two young people gets interrupted when street singer Bobby loses her 
home. A lyrical exploration of connection, gender expression, and privilege.

Her Story
Directed by Sydney Freeland // Web Series/Episodic TV // USA

Her Story is a new media series that looks inside the dating lives of trans & queer women as they navigate the 
intersections of desire & identity. The plot centers around two trans women in Los Angeles who have given up on 
love, when suddenly chance encounters give them hope. Violet is drawn to Allie, a reporter who approaches her for 
an interview, while career-driven Paige meets James, the first man she’s considered opening up to in years.

Kiki
Directed by Sara Jordenö // Documentary Feature // USA/Sweden 

Through a strikingly intimate and visually daring lens, Kiki offers a riveting and complex insight into a safe space 
created and governed by LGBTQ youth of color, who are demanding happiness and political power. An exciting 
coming of age story about agency, resilience and the transformative artform that is voguing.

Woman on Fire
Directed by Julie Sokolow // Documentary Feature // USA

Woman on Fire follows Brooke Guinan, the first openly transgender firefighter in New York City. A character-driven 
documentary, the film follows Brooke as she sets out to challenge perceptions of what it means to be transgender in 
America today.
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ABOUT THE FRAMELINE COMPLETION FUND
The Frameline Completion Fund was established in 1990 to provide support to filmmakers whose work represents 
the forefront and future landscape of queer filmmaking, and brings much needed financial assistance to 
groundbreaking LGBTQ media arts projects.

Past recipients of the Frameline Completion Fund include Dee Rees’ Pariah, Jennifer Kroot’s To Be Takei, 
Desiree Akhavan’s Appropriate Behavior, Cynthia Wade’s Oscar-winning Freeheld, and David Weissman’s  
We Were Here.

Submissions are accepted for documentary, narrative, experimental, animated or episodic projects about LGBTQ 
people and their communities. The Fund also seeks to bring new work to under-served audiences; with this in mind, 
applications by women, people of color, and transgender persons are especially encouraged.

The Frameline Completion Fund is supported in part by The Bob Ross Foundation.

ABOUT FRAMELINE
Celebrating its 40th year, Frameline’s mission is to change the world through the power of queer cinema. As the 
world leading LGBTQ media arts non-profit, Frameline’s programs connect filmmakers to audiences in the Bay Area 
and around the world.

Frameline’s annual San Francisco International LGBTQ Film Festival is the longest running, largest and most widely 
recognized LGBTQ film exhibition event in the world. With an annual attendance of 65,000, the Festival is the 
most prominent and well-attended LGBTQ arts program in the Bay Area. Frameline40: San Francisco International 
LGBTQ Film Festival takes place June 16-26, 2016 throughout San Francisco and the East Bay. www.frameline.org
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